THOSE   WILD   WEST   INDIES
point and take issue with themselves right away, one school
asserting that the original inhabitants of the Western World
have been here since time immemorial, stemming from the
lower forms of mammalian life, part passu with Man in the
Old World, the other taking the position that the early North
Americans came over from Asia. At once there's controversy:
the latter group snarling and snapping at the former's heels.
One faction stands for the theory that these original Asiatics
came across by way of Bering Strait, gradually working
southward as far as Mexico and Central America and eventually
to the lower end of South America, while their opponents
subscribe to the theory that there was a time when a pathway
existed between the Eastern and Western Hemispheres, a
lost continent, variously known as Atlantis and Mu.
The long and the short of the matter is that nobody knows.
Certainly the Far-Eastern influence is discernible even to the
lay eye. Some of the Mayan carvings in Honduras and
Guatemala executed about the time of the birth of the Christian
Era, and still intact, are so reminiscent of the faces, ornaments
and carvings of Angor Vat and Java that photographs of the
two influences can only be identified by experts who have
visited both the sources. This does not entitle one school of
Archaeology to assert that the Asiatic influence in this world
must have come across from Alsaka or by way of an alleged
ancient pathway since sloughed off into the sea. When I was
a kid in San Francisco it was no uncommon occurrence for
Japanese seamen to be washed ashore off the Golden Gate in
a moribund condition through lack of food and water and
through exposure to the elements. Resuscitated, those hardy
souls who lived to tell the tale reported that their little craft
had ventured to the uttermost rim of the fishing banks off
Japan and had been caught by the tides and the trades tcrbe
washed willy-nilly clear across the vast Pacific. If these men
code! experience this and live to tell the tale, what was tq stop
those doughty sea-going Orientals in the days of Kubla Khan
from nitoning and staffing their catamarans and detiheratdy
tkeir sails to cross the Western sea? But, of course,
e trades didn*t blow that way.